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Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

ÅProvide the fundamental service for secure land tenure, reliable land value, efficient land use and 

sustainable land development functions.

ÅProvide the location or place for many activities in the built environment. This in turn provides the 

spatial enablement of the broader land administration system.

ÅPermit geocoding of property identifiers, and particularly street addresses, that then facilitate 

spatially enablement of government and wider society.

ÅAlthough the land market function is essential, the ability to spatially enable society is proving to be 

just as important.

ÅSpatial enablement allows governments to more easily deliver sustainable development (social, 

economic, environmental) outcomes, increasingly becoming overarching objectives of government.
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Å In the developed world, cadastres are complete and support spatial enablement and sustainable 

development.

ÅNew initiatives in 3D cadastres for smart cities, marine cadastres and the digital revolution (on 

demand/any place, smart phones, positioning technologies, sensors, virtual world)

ÅFocus in less developed countries is on land governance, fitness for purpose and low -cost cadastral 

solutions.
The Role of Cadastres in Sustainable Development, Ian Williamson, World Cadastre Summit 2015, Istanbul.

ÅPositioning for the future through evolving innovation and change: Digital Twins, Smart Cities, 

GeoBIM, Transport, Energy, Water, Marine, Infrastructure , Building, Manufacturing, Water, 

Agriculture, Forests, etc .
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Securing land rights is emerging as a welcome, yet still undervalued, strategy for achieving many of 

the SDGs, including climate action. Land , together with its natural resources and ecosystem services, 

is the source of livelihood and wellbeing for billions of people around the world. Safeguarding 

communities' and indigenous peoples' right to this land, and its environmental resources, is therefore 

imperative to much of the 2030 Agenda, including SDGs 1 (end poverty), 2 (end hunger), 8 (decent 

work and economic growth), and 5 (gender equity ).

Peter Veit , Director, Land and Resources Rights Initiative

https:// www.wri.org/news/land-matters-how-securing-community-land-rights-
can-slow-climate-change-and-accelerate


