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Information Documents and Corporate Design

To ensure that Germany's official surveying and mapping has a standardised appearance in both words and 
image, the AdV adopted a Corporate Design (AdV-CD) in 2009 and made it available to all member authori-
ties. The AdV CD was optimised in accordance with practical requirements and released for use by the AdV 
President in March 2011. The updated version introduces the three new logos for AFIS®, ALKIS® and ATKIS® 
(Figure 20).

AdV's information documents are created according to the design rules defined by Corporate Design. The pur-
pose of the materials is to provide the interested public with information on the applicability and availability of 
the geospatial reference data products in the language of the geomarket concerned. The TF PRM is publishing 
the AdV product folder with the title "Basis for your decisions" (Figure 21), which focuses on the geospatial 
reference data product range of the surveying and mapping authorities and its potential use.

Fig. 20: Logos for AFIS®, ALKIS® and ATKIS®

Fig. 21: Design requirements for information documents
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Further product brochures and leaflets containing detailed information 
on the nationally available products are published in consultation with 
the AdV's working groups on this basis (Figure 22).

Web portals and works of reference

The website of the AdV (www.adv-online.de) provides information about tasks, product range and develop-
ments with a user-friendly interface. In a further step, the various product-related websites will be merged and 
adapted accordingly. AdV's presence in online works of reference is important because its role, tasks and 
product range can be widely communicated via this medium. The websites are being revamped to enable the 
interested public to easily call up information on AdV with just a few clicks.

Image Maintenance

For the surveying and mapping agencies to be perceived in a positive light, public relations activities must 
be actively pursued, with appropriate media and effective public images being created for this purpose. The  
TF PRM has produced a geofilm describing the organisation, role and product range of Germany's official sur-
veying and mapping authorities in a form suitable for a wide audience. To make its use effective for the public, 
the film is published on the AdV website (www.adv-online.de) and has German and English subtitles. It also 
carries sign language. The interested public can also profit from information events. There are plans to hold 
a "Geo Day" on the same date every year, on which all surveying and mapping agencies provide information 
about the various geospatial reference data topics at the same time.

Public relations and trade fair appearances

As part of establishing spatial data infrastructures in the Federal Republic of Germany, the AdV endeavours 
to increase the awareness of the products (geospatial reference data) of the surveying and mapping agen-
cies in the Laender. As in previous years, the official 
surveying and mapping authorities – represented by 
the AdV – took stands at INTERGEO® 2011 in Nurem-
berg (Figure 23), the world's leading fair for surveying 
and mapping, and also at other trade fairs. Alongside 
the presentation of the products and services of the 
official German surveying and mapping authorities, 
accompanying presentations and discussion forums 
were also held.

Fig. 23: 	 Joint stand of the AdV at  

	 INTERGEO® 2011 in Nuremberg

A M T L I C H E S  D E U T S C H E S  V E R M E S S U N G S W E S E N

Digitale Orthophotos
Wenn aus Bildern 
Informationen werden

GeoBasis-DE

Geodaten der deutschen Landesvermessung

Bundesamt für Kartographie und Geodäsie

Fig. 22: Product brochure for DOP
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7.	 Involvement in national and international  
	 organisations

EuroGeographics

EuroGeographics (www.eurogeographics.org) is the non-profit association of 
the national institutions in Europe that are responsible for performing geodesy, 
cartography and cadastre tasks. The collaboration for EuroGraphics comprises 

the development of cross-border harmonised products, as well as joint working groups and projects. Euro-
Geographics members are wanting in particular to support the European Commission in establishing the Eu-
ropean Spatial Data Infrastructure (ESDI) in connection with the INSPIRE framework guideline and the "Global 
Monitoring for Environment and Security" (GMES) project. EuroGeographics is registered at the European 
Commission as the largest "Spatial Data Interest Community" (SDIC), providing through its experts extensive 
support in devising the INSPIRE implementation rules.

The AdV is an associated member, the Federal Agency for Cartography and Geodesy (BKF) a regular member 
of EuroGeographics. Both organisations are actively involved in projects and expert groups. The President of 
the BKG is also a permanent member of the Management Board. As product coordinator, BKG is responsible 
for the continuance and advancement of EuroBoundaryMap (EBM) and for the European digital terrain model 
(EuroDEM). Furthermore, the experts at BKG make contributions to the topographic products EuroRegional-
Map (ERM) and EuroGlobalMap (EGM), on the web service for geographic names (EuroGeoNames), and on 
the State Boundaries of Europe (SBE) project. The GeoData Centre in the BKG is the distribution centre for 
EuroGraphics and delivers European data records to both German and international customers.

EBM, ERM, EGM and EuroDEM60

EuroGeographics offers, in a harmonised manner and beyond the Laender borders, the following pan-Euro-
pean data records based on standardised specifications and with the data currency required:

¾¾ EuroBoundaryMap (EBM) – a data record of the administrative units at all national administrative levels in 

Europe, coordinated and processed by the BKG, with names, unique code numbers and a reference to clas-

sifications NUTS (Nomenclature des Unités Territoriales Statistiques) and LAU (Local Administrative Unit) 

of Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European Union. The data record on a scale of 1 : 100 000 currently 

covers 41 European countries.
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¾¾ EuroRegionalMap (ERM) – a topographic data record coordinated and processed by the Institute Géo-

graphique National Belgique (IGN Belgium) on a scale of 1: 250 000. ERM covers a region of 31 European 

countries.

¾¾ EuroGlobalMap (EGM) – a topographical data record coordinated and processed since early 2011 by the 

Institute national de l’information géographique et forestière (IGN France) on a scale of 1 : 1 000 000. EGM 

covers a region of 33 European countries.

¾¾ European Digital Elevation Model (EuroDEM60) – a digital terrain model computed by the BKG from the na-

tional data records with a position resolution of 2" (approx. 60 m) and a height accuracy of 8 – 10 m.

In addition to making the national contributions for the EuroGeographics products, experts at the BKG are very 
actively integrated into the technical teams for these projects. These teams are working intensely on sustaina-
bly maintaining and advancing the products, particular attention being paid to the EBM and ERM projects. On 
the EGM project, the BKG also acts as the regional coordinator for ten countries. It is responsible for organi-
sation, technical support and for the quality control and integration of data supply to these partner countries.

In December 2010, a new agreement was concluded between EuroGeographics and Eurostat for the conti-
nued supply of new versions of EBM, ERM and EGM. The agreement will run for four years, stipulates annual 
updates, the incorporation of further countries and several new object types and attributes. Another aim is to 
derive EGM largely automatically from ERM through generalisation. All products were delivered to Eurostat at 
the beginning of 2011.

ESDIN

The ESDIN (European Spatial Data Infrastructure Network, www.esdin.eu/about) project, supported by the EU 
as part of its eContentplus programme, was successfully concluded in March 2011 after a 30-month term. The 
project illustrated how the national topographic reference data can be more effectively amalgamated to create 
European data records and be made more easily accessible through web services.

The BKG contributed its expertise to many of the twelve sub-projects. The BKG is also heading the „ExM Data 
Specification (medium / small scale)“ project, is involved in supplying data, testing the specifications and im-
plementing web-based access services.

A specification for topographic data with various levels of resolution was developed from the data specifica-
tions for the topics of INSPIRE Annex I and also for the existing EuroGeographics products EBM, ERM and 
EGM.

Other results included the development of a quality model for reference data and of metadata guidelines. A 
web-based, semi-automatic evaluation system was developed to enable more cost-efficient reviews of na-
tional contributions to the pan-European databases. Principles for boundary adjustment and generalisation 
rules were also devised. ESDIN also describes how European identifiers can be created based on national 
identifiers.

On conclusion of the project, the EuroGeographics internal European Location Framework Task Force (E.L.F. 
Task Force) was established. Its role is to take up and develop findings and developments from ESDIN.
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Knowledge Exchange Networks KEN

The Knowledge Exchange Networks (KEN) at EuroGeographics bring together the members' experts and pro-
vide a form for exchanging "best practice" applications and discussing ongoing issues.

INSPIRE KEN was established in 2011. The aim is to set up a network of INSPIRE experts to pursue the de-
velopment of INSPIRE guidelines. The countries will also be able to share best practice for implementation of 
the guidelines.

The Quality KEN conducts a quality audit for ERM. The audit serves to review ERM quality management, the 
aim being to identify general problems and demonstrate potential improvements for organisation, procedures 
and documentation. This system audit therefore contributes to the further improvement of the product.

GMES

The BKG is integrated into the development and establishment of GMES (Global Mo-
nitoring for Environment and Security) in Europe and its implementation in Germany. 
GMES is a joint initiative of the European Union and of the European Space Agency), 

established to create an independent European earth observation system. GMES uses satellite data from 
existing missions, while building its own capacities with the Sentinel missions. The satellite data are integrated 
into the GMES information services together with the technical and reference data. These information services 
are split into the six topics of land monitoring, marine environment monitoring, catastrophe and crisis manage-
ment, atmosphere monitoring, climate change monitoring and security. The Federal Government nominated a 
technical coordinator for most topics at the beginning of 2011. For land monitoring, the BKG is providing the 
technical coordinator. This function comprises the technical support for the land service, and the provision 
of information on this topic for German users. The technical coordinator is also the point of contact and the 
Federal Republic of Germany's representative at the GMES User Forum of the European Commission on land 
monitoring.

The GMES User Form was established as a new committee at the end of 2010. It advises the commission on 
the specification and validation of user requirements and on coordinating the GMES programme with users 
from the public sector. The User Forum, then, has the important task of submitting the requirements and needs 
of national users to the European Commission and demand that they are met. To expedite the use of GMES 
also at national level, the Federal Ministry for Transport, Building and Urban Development (BMVBS) and the 
technical coordinators jointly organised on 24 / 25.11.2011, the GMES Theme Days Germany 2011 in Munich. 
The BKG oversaw the land monitoring workshop.

The European Commission will provision satellite image analyses as so-called High Resolution Layers for five 
land coverage topics by 2013. The layers to be created – forest areas, soil sealing, grass land, wetlands and 
water bodies – were put out for tender and awarded in 2011 by the European Environmental Agency (EEA). The 
BKG will, in collaboration with the Federal Environmental Agency (UBA), look after the verification of this data 
created by companies. The BKG and UBA will also derive the data record CORINE Land Cover (CLC) from 
satellite image data and geospatial reference data from the German surveying and mapping authorities and 
make it available to the European Commission.
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European Infrastructure for Geographic Toponymy 
– EuroGeoNames (EGN)

Since 2009, EuroGeographics and the BKG, in collaboration with the European surveying and mapping institu-
tes, have been pushing ahead with the web-based infrastructure for official geographic toponymy in Europe as 
the "EuroGeoNames" project. The BKG acts as a "Service Center", maintaining the software components as 
part of this function. The BKG also offered technical support to the national surveying and mapping agencies. 
The BKG and the EuroGeographics Head Office have agreed that these tasks will be handed over to the Finnish 
Geodetic Institute (FGI) by mid 2012. The BKG is retaining the continuance of the European exonym and variant 
name database, one of the central components of the EGN infrastructure.

The main goal for 2012 continues to be EU27 coverage. EuroGeographics will also prepare a new architecture 
and a business model for sustainability and identify financing potentials.

Further information about the EuroGeoNames project as a whole can be found at: 
www.eurogeonames.com.

Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC)

The AdV is supporting the advancement of the description language GML (Geography Markup Language: 
GML 3.3 will become, as ISO 19136-2, a new part of the existing standard), with a view to safeguarding the 
compatibility of this description language from the perspective of AAA® modelling (AFIS®-ALKIS®-ATKIS®). The 
medium-term aim is the qualitative development to GML 4.0 and to derive from the specifications on the OGC-
Web-Services a profile for AdV (Web Mapping Service – WMS, Web Mapping Tile Services – WMTS and Web 
Feature Service – WFS), in order to guarantee compatibility with INSPIRE over the long term.

ISO/TC 211

The AdV is supporting the revision of Standard 19135 – Procedures for item registration in order to

¾¾ Guarantee the conformity of the XML encoding section (ISO 19135-2 – XML Schema Implementation – 

RegML – Registry Markup Language) and

¾¾ Contribute the experiences from the registry activities for coordinate reference systems.
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Permanent Committee on Cadastre in the European Union 
(PCC)

On 1 July 2011, Poland took over the EU presidency and hence also the presidency of the PCC 
for the second half year of 2011.  The General Assembly of PCC to conclude the presidency 
was held in Warsaw. The agenda included a discussion on the role of the cadastral land register 
in managing the global financial crisis, as well as a sharing of knowledge on the numerous po-
tentials for using cadastral land register data for environmental and catastrophe protection and 
for managing cultural heritage. The opportunities for cooperating with non-EU states in Eastern 

Europe and the Middle East were addressed and, not least, the potentials for a closer collaboration between 
PCC and EuroGeographics were discussed.

The Secretary General represents the AdV in the PCC.

On 1 January 2012, Denmark took over the presidency for the first half year of 2012. The general assembly was 
held at the beginning of June in Copenhagen to conclude Denmark's presidency. On 1 July, the presidency of 
the EU and hence of PCC will be transferred to Cyprus for the 2nd half of 2012.
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